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Upcoming events

April 17
Palm Sunday

April 22
Good Friday

April 24
Easter Sunday

April 30
Prayer Walk

May 1
Church Anniversary

May 22
KidzNPraize Concert

June 12
Youth Sunday

IN THIS ISSUE:

A word from Pastor

The Message of Easter

The word of God is true. We
are loved by God. Period.
“For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten
son that whosoever believes
in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life” (John
3:16 NKJV). End of story.

We are loved by God. Even
though we are loved by God,
we often desire proof of God’s
love. How do we know
experientially we are loved by
God? God’s love is not proven
through  success in our
vocations. Proof of God’s love
is not tied to our material
prosperity (how large or small
our bank accounts). Proof of
God's love is not tied to
whether things are going
"well" in life.

There is a song we learned as
children that grants us the

answer, “Jesus loves me this |
know for the Bible tells me
(William Bradbury and
Anna Bartlett Warner). The
message of Easter is a simple
one ... we are loved by God.

May your esteem rise high
and your confidence in your
future be even higher as you
experience the love of God
this Easter season.

We are loved by God.

Blessings,

Edward P. Harding, Jr.
Senior Pastor
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During Sunday Worship on March 6,
2011, we were all inspired by the
essays presented by Miss Tijani
Turayo and Mr. Christopher
Franklin—the first- and second-place
winners of the PGCC Seventh Annual
African-American History Contest;
they received awards in U.S. Savings
Bonds of $1,000 and $750,
respectively.  These Flowers High
School students were among six high-
school students who submitted the
best 750-t0-800 word essays on the
topic, “Given the election of President
Barack Obama as President of the
United States, explain why the study
of African-American History is
important to me.” In addition to the
essays, the students competed in a written
examination covering 80 topics relating to
more than 300 years of African-American
History. The other awardees, by place and
awards in bonds, were:

e Amari Johnson, $600

e Kia Gresham, $500

e Andrea Williams, $400
e Ugochi Uwahemo, $400

The PGCC African-American History Contest
is an initiative led by Brother Louis James in
memory of his

late wife, Sister
lone James, who
was a school

administrator and
teacher for more

than 39 years.
This is the seventh
year of the

competition. We

Seventh Annual African-American
History Contest Awards
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are truly grateful for his leadership and
commitment of time and resources to make
this program possible.

This contest also uniquely engages the
PGCC congregation, as more than 30 PGCC
members volunteered to read and judge the
essays based on development of the topic,
organization, clarity, and grammar; without
them, the program would not be possible.
The students and administrators at Flowers
High School are another key to the success
of this collaboration, as are high-school
students from PGCC. This year we are
especially proud to recognize PGCC member
and awardee, Miss Nia Gresham.

Judging from the essays and presentations,
this year’s contest achieved its overall
purposes, which were to: (1) encourage
students to improve their writing and public
speaking skills; (2) learn about the
achievements of African-American people;
and (3) strive for excellence in education.

The congregation should look forward to the
Eighth Annual Contest in 2012. Members
are invited to contact Brother Louis James
with suggestions for an essay topic and/or to
serve as an essay judge. He can be reached
by e-mail at: ionelou@msn.com or by phone
at: 202-546-8399.

Brother P. Bai Akridge

-----------




On Sunday, March 27, 2011, the
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
rolled out the all new Youth
Revolution. Volunteers in the
Youth Ministry wore bright red T-
shirts bearing the words "Youth
Revolution." Following a dynamic
sermon by non-other-than the
awesome youth and young adult
pastor, Pastor Willie Thompson,
the congregation was invited to
the roll-out event, which also
included a stop by the Black Box to
get a hot dog, some chips, and
other delicious treats prepared by
the Hospitality Ministry.

After enjoying the midday snack,
both parents and students were
ushered to classrooms that
corresponded with student ages—
Elementary, Middle, and High-
School rooms. In the room, the
dynamic Sunday School instructors
led mock lessons for parents as
well as shared information
regarding our new incentive
program "Revolution Riches."

Finally after parents and students
had a chance to ask questions,
they were invited back to the Black

--------------------------------

Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Rolls Out the Red Carpet

Box to participate in an Identify-A-Kid
Program, where students made
identification cards complete with their
photos and fingerprints.

Overall, the day was a huge success and
has positioned the Youth and Young
Adult Ministry to advance higher as we
continue to work in excellence and
Godliness.

Minister James M. Kinnard
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